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This month weõve sampled some of 

the best dishes in the docks for your 

benefit. It was a hard job but some-

one had to do ité 

At Starbucks we really like the new 

range of salads; and great for bikini 

diets are the brand new tzatziki dip 

pots. Choosing one alongside our slice 

of rocky road makes it feel a little less 

naughty. Check out the views from 

inside the old Coronarium at Cloister 

Walk between Centre Basin and West 

Dock. 

The express lunch menu at Mala 

Restaurant is kind to the wallet but 

not to the waistband! For £12.50 we 

wolfed down a delicious Thalie ñ a 

three course sampler of some of their 

best dishes, and a glass of wine or 

beer is included within the price. Find 

Mala at 2 Marble Quay , Centre Basin. 

Wednesdays are our favourite day at 

Prohibition Bar and Grill . All day 

there is 50% off the marked price of 

main grills and if you make it a late 

lunch, you can stay around in time to 

enjoy the half price cocktails between 

4pm and 7pm. This season weõve been 

sipping Cucumber and Elderflower 

Martinis whilst catching the evening 

sun. Prohibition is at Unit 1, Tower 

Bridge House, West Dock. 

    G o s s i p  C o n s u l t a n c y  L t d  

treated to a classic night of  

Medieval entertainment, includ-

ing daring sword fights, singing 

and lute performances from the 

Kingõs long suffering minstrels 

and some dazzling moves by a 

contortionist.  

Smiling wenches  (yes, you are 

encouraged to yell òWENCH!ó at 

the waitresses) serve a four 

course feast and every one is 

encouraged to fully participate in 

the rowdy medieval frivolity to 

their fullest, - from bellowing at 

the tops of their voices to the 

King and his courtiers, to getting 

up at the end of the meal, after 

copious amounts of the unlimited 

beer and wine, for a good session 

of dancing.  

In honour of the re -launch, and 

timing nicely with the 500th 

anniversary of Henry VIIIõs accen-

sion to the English throne, The 

Medieval Banquet is running a 

summer promotionñKids Go 

You may or may not be aware 

that deep within the heart of St 

Katharine Docks we have our very 

own portal which, upon entering, 

will transport you back to Medie-

val Britain and all its gory glory.  

The Medieval Banquet provides a 

sumptuous banquet fit for a 

King, every nightñwith a chance 

to dine and be entertained by 

none other than King Henry VIII 

himself.  

But ladies be warnedñyou may 

well lose your heads as the young 

(and very handsome) King Henry 

cuts quite a dash in his velvet 

pantaloons! 

On May 6th, The Medieval Ban-

quet  - which has been resident 

at Ivory House for over thirty five 

years, celebrated its re -launch 

with a newly refurbished ban-

queting hall.  

Guests at the banquet are 

Freeñ one free child place with 

every paying adult, Sunday to 

Thursday from 1st June to 30th 

September 2009.  

To book, or for more info, go to 

www.medievalbanquet.com or 

contact 020 7480 5353 . 

 

 

 

 

A  r a t h e r  R o y a l  A f f a i r  

P R ,  E v e n t s  &  L o c a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  

Inside The Medieval Banquet ñ

before the rowdy guests, dancing 

wenches, minstrels, handsome 

royalty and trays laden with food 

and wine arrive!  

New website coming soon! 

www.skdocks.co.uk 

 

                                    

If you would like to have 

your business featured in 

the next edition of   

Dock Diaries, then 

please contact                   

Gossip Consultancy: 

gossip@skdocks.co.uk 

Dock Shots - Each edition features the best picture 

taken in and around St. Katharine Docks. This one 

submitted by Sarah Ford taken from Devon House. 

F e e l i n g  

h u n g r y ?  

was Amanda Redman, Dennis 

Waterman  and Alun Armstrong 

who spent three days frolicking 

on a number of beautiful boats 

as part of the penultimate and 

series finale of the BBC series, 

New Tricks to be shown in July.  

In the week running up to this 

yearõs London Marathon, St. 

Katharine Docks hosted a large 

number of well known athletes 

who posed on the river front, as 

well as celebrities such as Peter 

Andre and Katie Price just 

shortly before their split.  

This season has been celebrity 

packed at the docks where we 

have welcomed a number of VIP 

guests here to take part in film-

ing and high profile events.  

April 2nd saw the arrival of The 

Right Hon Stephen Harper, the 

Prime Minister of Canada , who 

arrived assisted by twelve 

armed protection guards to 

discuss world affairs surrounding 

the G20 summit with Maria 

Bartiromo , CNBC News Anchor. 

Their filmed interview was 

broadcast live to Canada and 

the USA. 

Also in Devon House that week 

were Andrea Mitchell and Brian 

Williams , both internationally 

renowned broadcasters who 

went live to the States on the 

hour during the G20 summit. 

There was also a guest appear-

ance from Stelios Haji -Ioannou 

of easyGroup. 

Wednesday 22nd April saw the 

arrival of Robin Knox -Johnson, 

who was once St. Katharine 

Docksõ very own Harbour Mas-

ter, who celebrated the 40th 

Anniversary of his solo non-stop 

voyage around the world. Nine 

of the eighteen people to have 

ever achieved this feat joined 

Robin, including Dee Caffari, 

Conrad Humphreys and Steve 

White , together with a large 

number of members of the 

press; and they later enjoyed a 

long lunch at Mala Restaurant.  

Filming elsewhere in the docks 

V I P s  f l o c k  t o  t h e  d o c k s  

A  S m i l i n g  S u c c e s s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  r a i n !  

This Easter, we rolled out the first 

of our initiatives to encourage more 

visitors to spend some time enjoy-

ing everything that the Docks has to 

offer. The Smile Festival ran for 

fifteen days across the Easter holi-

days, with a variety of perform-

ances from Covent Garden perform-

ers each day.  

Despite the rain, the freezing 

winds, and general financial doom 

and gloom, our professionals still 

managed to raise a smile, and fill 

the docks with the sound of ap-

plause. Featured acts included 

opera duets, fire jugglers, unicy-

clists, escape artists, contortionists, 

a circus act involving a ladder, a 

tightrope walker and a number of 

singers and musicians. Easter Sun-

day was a real hit with unicyclists 

throwing fire and knives eight foot 

in the air outside The Dickens Inn, 

and husband and wife team Imagine 

Jack, singing duets to diners in The 

Piazza. 

Several of the acts were so popular 

we are in talks about providing 

them with the opportunity to return 

over the summer months at week-

ends; to woo the crowds on the 

river front and attract more fami-

lies and visitors into the docks.  
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Above: Dennis Waterman, Amanda 

Redman and Alun Armstrong after 

three days filming. Above Left: Dee 

Caffari presents Robin Knox -Johnson 

with his Sunday Times Golden Globe 

award together with Steve White.  F o r t h c o m i n g  

E v e n t s  f o r  S K D :  

Spirit of Fairbridge      

Childrenõs Charity Auc-

tion in late May 2009  

Get Walking Day 30th May 

Take the opportunity to 

enjoy the Jubliee Red 

Walking Route through 

St. Katharine Docks; just 

follow the pavement 

discs...  

Make an effort to visit the 

neighbours and enjoy the 

Continental Airlines 

Tower Festival 20thñ30th 

September 

Under Wraps: St. Katharine 

Docks to host a society 

ball in Septemberñmore 

details to follow in the 

next issue.  



For the tenth year running, St. 

Katharine Docks played host to 

the press photo calls for the 

London Marathon, and during the 

week preceding the event on 

Sunday 26th April, we had a 

whole host of sports stars and 

celebrities posing in their running 

gear for the press.  

The route for the marathon goes 

right past International House, 

and this year the weather was 

beautiful; with thousands of 

spectators lining the streets to 

cheer on the 35,000 people put-

ting themselves through their 

paces in order to raise money for 

charity.  

The front runners, all of whom 

came to St. Katharine Docks, 

included Briton Mara Yamauchi 

who did the UK proud by finishing 

second in the womenõs race, just 

61 seconds behind the winner, 

German Irina Mikitenko who won 

the race for a second year in a 

row, putting her firmly in place 

as the World number one.  

"I knew I would be able to beat 

Mara as I am the better middle 

distance runner," said Mikitenko  

Yamauchi came in at 2:23:12, 

smashing her own personal best. 

The mensõ results were no less 

impressive, with Olympic cham-

pion, the 22 year old Sammy 

Wanjiru from Kenya sailing to the 

finish line at 2:05:10 ñalso 

proudly achieving a personal 

best. Wanjiru proudly posed for 

photographs at St. Katharine 

Docks together with the other 

front runners Luke Kibet and last 

yearõs winner Martin Lel. 

Taking things at a slightly gentler 

pace were OK magazine favour-

ites Peter Andre and Katie Price 

who were running to raise money 

for childrenõs sight charity Vision. 

Despite damaging her knee at the 

18 mile mark, Katie managed to 

limp to the finish line at 7 hours, 

11 minutes, raising a quarter of a 

million pounds for charity in the 

process. Katie and Peter were at 

St. Katharine Docks for the press 

call together with the athletes.  

team in order to secure her ac-

cess. A number of bollards had to 

be removed and replaced and she 

edged round the corner of Tower 

Walk with only just over an inch 

to spare. There were a lot of 

mopped brows once she was 

safely in position!  

A comedy of errors occurred on 

Easter Sunday when a clown 

arrived on site for the Smile 

Festival. He decided to change 

into his clown trousers and shoes 

standing by the boot of his car ñ

completely unaware that he did 

this directly in front of a security 

Organising filming and events is 

never as simple and straight 

forward as you hope it will be.  

Trying to shoehorn The Suhaili , 

Robin Knox-Johnsonõs tiny boat in 

which he sailed around the world 

40 years ago, into Marble Quay 

Courtyard, was no mean feat. 

The boat is now no longer sea-

worthy which meant she had to 

be brought up from Southampton 

by road. It took more than 24 

hours, a dozen people, police 

liaison, a haulage company and 

the quick thinking of the St. 

Katharine Estate Management 

camera.  He then proceeded to 

lock his keys in his car and was 

left as a half dressed clown, with 

his small daughter (complete 

with Easter bunny ears) without 

his phone, keys or money. A very 

amused member of the AA turned 

up an hour later to rescue the 

poor man but spent the first few 

minutes wondering whether or 

not it was a wind up. Thankfully, 

he was able to convince the man 

this was a genuine call out and 

the show went on! However, St. 

Katharineõs Estate Security Team 

may well have kept the tapes for 

their own entertainment!  

T h e  L o n d o n  M a r a t h o n  

W h a t  a  D r a m a !  

L i v e  f r o m  S t .  K a t h a r i n e  D o c k s  

going live to Canada and the 

States. 

The roof terrace has one of the 

most spectacular views of Tower 

Bridge and City Hall, and it 

looked stunning on television.  

The whole operation could not 

have taken place without the 

wonderful co -operation of ten-

ants at Devon House, including 

The Gate Worldwide and par-

ticularly Fuerst Day Lawson , and 

their fantastic Facilities Manager, 

Gary Day. 

The crowning moment was the 

arrival of the Prime Minister of 

Canada straight from Excel 

where the G20 was taking place . 

After his live interview broadcast 

to Canada he stopped to meet 

and be photographed with some 

of the tenants of Devon House.  

However a story soon appeared 

that he had in fact missed the 

first official photo with the rest 

of the world leaders at the G20 

summit earlier that same day, 

with rumours he had been in the 

bathroom at the time!  

This season St. Kats has played 

host to a wide range of news 

crews including the BBC, NBC, 

CNBC and CBS. 

It was an exceptionally busy 

week during the G20, where 

Marble Quay played host to sev-

eral live broadcasts for CBS and 

the roof of Devon House was 

transformed into a live news 

studio, with regular broadcasts 

òThe roof of Devon 

House was 

transformed into a 

news studio for NBC, 

broadcasting live on 

the hour to the USAó 
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S t .  K a t h a r i n e  D o c k s  

The Suhaili made it into Marble 

Quay with just an inch to spare!  

Top: Split ñ Peter Andre and 

Katie Price, ran the Marathon for 

childrenõs sight charity Vision 

 

Above: Mara Yamauchi  (GBR) the 

second woman to finish the race  

This year St. Katharine Docks 

again played host to The Oyster 

Boat Show.  

The show is a very exclusive 

event - guests can only gain 

access to the yachts by invitation 

and it is rumoured that a number 

of rather high profile people 

were eyeing up a potential in-

vestment.  

Oyster is widely recognised as 

ôthe Rolls Royce of yachtingõ and 

one only had to walk past the 

rows of gleaming million pound 

vessels to understand why the 

company has that reputation.  

The boats attracted a lot of 

attention, largely from many of 

us leaning against the fence 

dreaming of a life where we 

could afford to own something so 

glorious, but, although Oyster is 

of course naturally discreet about 

the deals done during the week, 

we gather it was a resounding 

success. 

Oyster took over St. Katharineõs 

Performance Platform - a floating 

pontoon that can be positioned 

anywhere in the three docks and 

can host parties of up to one 

hundred people, with or without 

marquee.  

Boats on display this year ranged 

from a 54õ to a 72õ. 

                                            

Keep an eye out for the Oyster 

fleet back in St. Katharineõ Docks 

in 2010. 

British Marine Federation, Visit 

London, Mercedes-Benz and 

Jamie Oliver.  

The website has so many roles to 

fill; as well as working to attract 

visitors to the docks and diners to 

the restaurants, it also needs to 

serve the Marina community by 

providing up to the minute infor-

mation.  

Alongside this, the website must 

also meet the needs of the busi-

nesses on siteñas a useful tool 

for all those planning on coming 

to St. Katharineõs and to offer a 

You may have noticed that the 

website, www.skdocks.co.uk  has 

been looking a little tired of late.  

Weõre very excited to announce 

that F&C Reit and Gossip Consul-

tancy have appointed  Wicked-

Web Digital Creative Agency to 

design and create a brand new 

website, which will have a new  

range of exciting and useful 

features.  

WickedWeb impressed with their 

ideas and approach in a tightly 

run three way final pitch. Their 

client base includes o2, The 

focal point for all those that live, 

work and play here at the Docks.  

The website will be managed by 

Gossip Consultancy Ltd, with 

regular content updates. If you 

would like to see something 

included on the website, have 

ideas for features, or details of 

events youõd like included, then 

send an email to  

gossip@skdocks.co.uk. 

 

O y s t e r  B o a t  S h o w  

W i c k e d W e b  C o m m i s s i o n e d  

Cocktails and Canap®s at St. Katharineõs 

gold winner, to join Robin Knox -

Johnson (who made his second 

appearance here at the Docks in 

a month) who spoke about his 

experiences.  

Guests were then treated to the 

beautiful voice of an opera 

singer, accompanied by a brass 

band and were invited to join in 

singing along to English classics 

such as Land of Hope and Glory. 

The event attracted a large 

crowd who looked on enviously as 

the party guests tucked into 

canapés and champagne. 

A week previously The Grand Hall 

in International House played 

host to a private party for two 

hundred people, which required 

a small army of waiting staff to 

ferry the delicious looking dishes 

created by Siobhan Boyle, who 

regularly caters for celebrity 

events and is on the creative 

team at Jamie Oliver.  

Itõs the new place to partyé

didnõt you know?? In the last few 

months we have been inundated 

with requests to host events here 

at St Katharine Docks.  

Maybe itõs because the sun has 

put in a very welcome appear-

ance or it could just be good old 

fashioned word of mouth!  

St. Georges Day on the 23rd April 

was celebrated in style from the 

private terrace at Zizziõs. York-

shire Forward held a naming 

ceremony for their sponsored 

Clipper, The Hull & Humber, 

which will be sailing around the 

world for eight months from this 

September. They invited sailor 

Ben Ainslie, three times Olympic 

òBen Ainslie joined 

Robin Knox -Johnston 

to speak about his 

experiences sailing 

around the worldó 
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The beautiful Oyster Fleet on 

display in Centre Basin. Access to 

the boats was by exclusive invi-

tation only.  

Siobhan Boyle with one of her 

delicious signature dishes  


